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strike. And after 1 year as allowed by 
labor law—they had a decertification 
vote. Who votes to decertify the union? 
The workers who are there—the re-
placement workers. They didn’t want 
to lose their jobs, so they voted to de-
certify. 

So after 23 years Frank was out of a 
job. He lost his union job with excel-
lent pay, vacation time, and a pension. 
And what does a 54-year-old deaf man 
do in a predicament like that? He got a 
job as a janitor at a shopping mall— 
working nights for minimum wage, 
with no benefits and no vacation time. 
It didn’t just destroy his livelihood. It 
broke his spirit. 

My friends, that is what happens 
when unions are weakened and de-
stroyed. It jeopardizes our standard of 
living and our whole middle-class way 
of life. And, my friends, that is exactly 
what is happening, today, to tens of 
millions of people all across America. 

I quote a December, 2005 letter signed 
by 11 Nobel Peace Prize laureates call-
ing for greater international labor 
rights: 

Even the wealthiest nation in the world— 
the United States of America—fails to ade-
quately protect workers’ rights to form 
unions and bargain collectively. Millions of 
U.S. workers lack any legal protection to 
form unions and thousands are discriminated 
against every year for trying to exercise 
these rights. 

It is time to level the playing field 
for workers in this country. It is time 
to give them a truly free and fair elec-
tion process to decide if they want rep-
resentation in the workplace. It’s time 
to pass the Employee Free Choice Act. 
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HONORING AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today with Senator MCCONNELL 
and the cochair of the United States 
Senate Women’s Caucus on Burma, 
Senator KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, to in-
troduce a resolution honoring Nobel 
Peace laureate and leader of Burma’s 
democratic opposition, Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

We are joined in this effort by Sen-
ator BOXER, Senator MCCAIN, Senator 
MIKULSKI, Senator CLINTON, Senator 
LINCOLN, Senator MURKOWSKI, and Sen-
ator DOLE. 

Our resolution: honors Aung San Suu 
Kyi for her courage and devotion to the 
people of Burma and their struggle for 
democracy, and; calls for the imme-
diate release of Suu Kyi and other po-
litical prisoners by the ruling military 
junta, the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council. 

Two days ago, we celebrated the 62nd 
birthday of Aung San Suu Kyi. Sadly, 
she spent the day as she has for most of 
the past 17 years: alone and under 
house arrest. And just last month, the 
State Peace and Development Council 
renewed her sentence for yet another 
year. 

Yet I am heartened to know that the 
Senate and the international commu-
nity are coming together to ensure 

that the abuses and injustices of the 
military junta in Burma do not go un-
noticed. 

Earlier this year, 45 United States 
Senators signed a letter to United Na-
tions Secretary General Ban ki-Moon 
urging him to get personally involved 
in pressing for Suu Kyi’s release. 

In a recent letter addressed to the 
State Peace and Development Council, 
a distinguished group of 59 former 
heads of state—including former Fili-
pino President Corazon Aquino, former 
Czech President Vaclav Havel, former 
British Prime Minister John Major and 
former Presidents Bill Clinton, Jimmy 
Carter, and George H.W. Bush—called 
for the regime to release Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

They correctly noted that ‘‘Aung San 
Suu Kyi is not calling for revolution in 
Burma, but rather peaceful, nonviolent 
dialogue between the military, Na-
tional League for Democracy, and Bur-
ma’s ethnic groups.’’ 

The calls for Suu Kyi’s release are 
also coming from Burma’s neighbors. 

The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, ASEAN, now recognizes that 
Burma’s actions are not an ‘‘internal 
matter’’ but a significant threat to 
peace and stability in the region. At a 
meeting of senior diplomats last 
month, ASEAN made a clear call for 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s release. 

Last month, the women of the United 
States Senate came together to form 
the Women’s Caucus on Burma to ex-
press our solidarity with Suu Kyi, call 
for her immediate release urge the 
United Nations to pass a binding reso-
lution on Burma. 

At our inaugural event, we were 
pleased to be joined by First Lady 
Laura Bush, who added her own voice 
to those calling for peace and democ-
racy in Burma. 

And last week, Senator MCCONNELL 
along with 58 of our colleagues intro-
duced legislation to renew the import 
ban on Burma for another year. 

Our message is clear: We will not re-
main silent, we will not stand still 
until Aung San Suu Kyi and all polit-
ical prisoners are released and demo-
cratic government is restored in 
Burma. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE RALPH 
BURNETT 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
honor the memory of the Honorable 
Ralph M. Burnett, a Maryland district 
court judge and a pioneer in the fight 
against prostate cancer. He was an ex-
emplary citizen of our State, and his 
contributions to the Maryland judicial 
system and the advocacy groups he 
worked with will not be forgotten. On 
May 9, 2007, Judge Burnett died from 
complications related to prostate can-
cer at the age of 64. 

Judge Burnett was born in 1943 in 
Seneca Falls, NY. After graduating 
from St. Paul’s High School in 1961, he 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Dick-
inson College in 1965. A Vietnam vet-
eran, Judge Burnett was stationed in 
Korea as a first lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army until 1969. After returning to 
America, he enrolled in the Baltimore 
School of Law, where he received his 
law degree in 1972. 

Judge Burnett began his private 
practice in Oakland, MD, in 1972 and he 
lived in the Oakland area until his 
passing. He served as Garrett County’s 
State attorney from 1974 until 1978, and 
in December 1993, he was appointed as 
an associate district court judge for 
Garrett County by then-Maryland Gov-
ernor William Donald Schaefer. Judge 
Burnett was a member of the executive 
committee of the Maryland Judicial 
Conference and served on the editorial 
board of Justice Matters until his 
death. 

After being diagnosed with prostate 
cancer in 1996, Judge Burnett became a 
devoted advocate and tenacious leader 
for the prostate cancer community. In 
1997, he was elected to the board of the 
National Prostate Cancer Coalition, 
NPCC, and served as chairman of the 
organization from 1999 until 2001. 
Under Judge Burnett’s leadership, the 
National Prostate Cancer Coalition tri-
pled in size during his tenure. After 
stepping down as chairman, Judge Bur-
nett remained active as a member of 
the board and continued to pursue pa-
tient rights and greater treatment op-
tions for men with prostate cancer. 

Judge Burnett was an advocate for 
Johns Hopkins University’s Specialized 
Program of Research Excellence, 
SPORE, and also served on Department 
of Defense, DOD, research panels. As a 
member of the DOD Prostate Cancer 
Research Program Integration Panel, 
Judge Burnett worked to find the best 
ways to leverage the Department’s in-
vestment in prostate cancer research. 
He was also a committed member of 
the Consortium Panel of the Congres-
sionally Directed Medical Research 
Program, which discovered the lethal 
phenotype that causes prostate cancer. 

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in extending condolences to 
Judge Burnett’s family and friends and 
in expressing appreciation for his life 
of community service and his commit-
ment to prostate cancer research.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
EDINBURG, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize a commu-
nity in North Dakota that will be cele-
brating its 125th anniversary. On July 
6–8, the residents of Edinburg will 
gather to celebrate their community’s 
history and founding. 

The town of Edinburg is located on 
the edge of the Red River Valley and 
the western prairies. Although it is a 
small town, Edinburg has the drive, 
dreams, and heart of cities ten times 
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